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__. What's Louis Pasteur doing Ate = 
~ Well, why did we go to the seyeiage farm ? 2 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, commencing at 7-30pa 
Excursions congence frow the corner of Sturt and Arustrong Streets, 9.30an, 1.30pm if half* day, 


President: Mr Greg BinnSssssesssvesveens Secretary: Mr Lindsay Fink. ssscseveves 
Treasurer: Hr John Gregurkessssssesevees Bditor: Mr Brian AndrewS ssssssvvsevees 
Postal Address: PO Box 328%, Ballarat West, 3350 


DIARY DATES 
6th FEB. Meeting. The Propagation of Native Plants. 
Speaker, Mr Ron Windsor, horticulturist. 
NB. Nomination forms for members of the committee and office 
bearers are available at this meeting or from the Secretary. 
Nominations are to be in the hands of the Secretary by 13th 
March. 
Please indicate if you wish make a presentation next month. 


If I could be a tiny seed, 

I wonder what I’d wear - 

A wing, a hook, a parachute, 
Or just a tuft of hair? 


I’d have to choose most carefully, 
For that would then decide 

If, travelling round, I’d fly, or swim, 
Or merely "hook" a ride! 
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8th FEB. Melbourne Water, Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. 
Birds of the wetlands and shore, particularly waders. Oo 
Leader, Mr Wally Cole, member BOC. a Cook Cry g-O 


~ Slater, 


Rust. 
Bird watchers, 


Yio ebook. 


Kader bill shapes: (a) short and stout - plovers and dotterels; (b) long and tapered - sandpipers; (c) 
short and slender, slightly bulbous tip - stints; (d) very long - snipe, godwits, Dowitcher; (e) short 
and chisel like - Turnstone; (f) downcurved - Dutlin, curlers, Whinbrel, Broad-billed, Cox's, Carlee, 
Stilt and Western Sand-pipers. 


3rd MAR. Committee meeting. LFs’, Old PO,Meredith, 7.30pm 


13th MAR. Annual General Meeting / Members Night. 
Election of committee etc. Presentations by members - "Coastal 
Topics". 


15th MAR. Excursion. St Georges Lake, Eatons Dam and Koala 
Park, Creswick. 


FIELD REPORTS 

Wallabies still in garden. Avis Barlow. 

Musk Lorikeets - first in Wendouree for the year. John 
Gregurke. 

Black-shouldered Kite, Sebastopol, Frank Harrap. 

Paper wasps nest, bought in by Greg Binns. . 

Common Wedge Pea, flowering profusely through Enfield 
bush. Pat Murphy. 
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List of Victorian mammals & birds & their conservation status 


Land for Wildlife Note No. 5 (second edition) August 1997 


Key words: Endanger, Extinction - mammals, birds, Conservation status, Mammals - list, Birds - list 
Ws: 12-Ex-05 Area: Statewide Author: Flora and Fauna Program (updated by Felicity Nicholls) 


This list of mammals and birds includes all species recorded for Victoria, including those that are no longer present in the 
State and extinct species which formerly occurred in Victoria. Some birds that are rarely recorded visitors to Victoria are 
not listed. Alien species which have established feral populations are indicated by an asterisk (*). You may wish to use the 
list to compile a checklist of species observed on your property. 


The definitions used for conservation status categories are those of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) as listed below. "Taxa" means species or sub-species (including those still undescribed). 


(X) Extinct: taxa not definitely located in the wild in Victoria during the past fifty years (in italics). 

(E) Endangered: taxa in danger of extinction in Victoria and whose survival is unlikely if the causal factors continue. 

(V) Vulnerable: taxa believed likely to move into the ‘Endangered' category in the near future if the causal factors 
continue operating. 

(R) Rare: tax with small Victorian populations that are not at present ‘Endangered’ or 'Vulnerable’, but are at 
tisk. 

(1) Insufficiently known: taxa in Victoria that are suspected but not definitely known to be ‘Endangered’, ‘Vulnerable’ 

: or ‘Rare’, because of lack of information. 

(C) Restricted Colonial Breeding or Roosting: taxa at risk because they, have only a few colonial breeding or roosting 

sites (even though the taxa may be common). 
Threatened: a general term used to denote any of the above. 


Whilst this list deals with the species status throughout Victoria, many more species may be threatened at a local 
level. 
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Platypus Gliets and Ringtails 
Leadbeater's Possum Sheathtail-bats , 
Dasyurids Yellow-bellied Glider I Yellow-bellicd Sheathtail-bat 
Ycllow-footed Antechinus Sugar Glider 
R Swamp Antechinus Vs Squirrel Glider Freetail-bats 
Brown Antechinus Greater Glider southern frectail bat “(long 
Dusky Antechinus penis) 
; Common Ringtail Possum I southern frectail bat" (short 
V__ Spot-tailed Quoll penis) 
NaeEPEasieriOnell Ralkanearnae eauern frectail bat’ (eastern 
x Ves : 
: page cud E revenoeee hounog White- -striped Frectail Bat 
Mallee Ningaui Bold "yet to be officially named 
R____Brush-tailed Phascogale Bettongs 
NX Red-tailed Phascogaie Ni Rufous Bettong Vespe r Bats 
R Paucident Planigale AY Tasmanian Bettong Gould's Wattled Bat 
Fat-tailed Dunnart X — Brush-tailed Bettong Chocolate Wattled Bat 
White-foeted Dunnart Inland Forest Bat 
R Covunieli PNET Kangaroos and Wallabies Peete 
Western Grey Kangaroo ‘ttle Forest Ba 
Bandicoots Eastern Grey Kangaroo Cc Cane acre Bat 
Southern Brown Bandicoot |R Eastern Wailaroo Re s arte v1 pts ‘ 
Ag Brown Bandicoot (cf auratus) Red-necked Wallaby ies ua te d in 
E Eastern Barred Bandicoot X  Toolache Wallaby Gould's 1 eae SET 
Long-nosed Bandicoot Red Kangaroo | Gr a if Bae os fe 
Ag Western Barred Bandicoot i pe aicl aan ‘ 
hum Riet/acred Bandicoa! Zastern False Pipistrelle 


Brushtail Possums 


Pygmy-possums 
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Monotremes 


Mammals 


Horseshoc-bats 
G Eastern Horseshoe-bat 


Eastern Pygmy-possum 
Short-beaked Echidna 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
Black Wallaby 

AY Eastern Hare Wallaby 

| Bridled Nailtail Wallaby 


Inland Broad-nosed Bat 
Eastern Broad-nosed Bat 


Mountain Brushtail Possum 


Rats and Mice 
Common Brushtail Possum Mic 


Watcr Rat 
Broad-toothed Rat 
White-footed Rabhit-rat 
Lesser Stick-nest Rat 
Greater Stick-nest Rat 


Tasmanian Pademelon 


Feathertail Glider 
Mountain Pygmy-possum 
Western Pygmy-possum/ 
Little Pygmy-possum 


Koala & Wombats 
Koala 
Common Wombat 
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House Mouse 

Mitchell's Hopping-mouse 
Silky Mouse 

Smoky Mouse 

New Holland Mouse 


Flying-foxes 
C — Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Little Red Flying-fox 
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Heath Mouse 
Plains Mouse 
Desert Mouse 
Bolam’s Mouse 
Bush Rat 
Swamp Rat 
Brown Rat 
Black Rat 


Introduced Carnivores 


Dingo 
Dog 
Fox 
Cat 
Pig 


Introduced Herbivores 


Horse 

European Cattle 
Goat 

Sheep 


Fallow Deer 
Red Deer 
Hog Deer 
Sambar 


Brown Hare 
European Rabbit 


Same Marine Mammals 


Australian Fur Seal 
l.copard Scal 


Southern Right Whale 


Sperm Whale 

Bluc Whale 
Humpback Whale 
Common Dolphin 
Bottlenose Dolphin 


Introduced Mammals of Australia No 25 
Found in and around Ballarat. 


Family Leporidae. 

Hares and rabbits are fairly closely related, but, 
whereas Hares are solitary animals and nest in _ shallow 
depressions known as "forms", rabbits are social and spend 
considerable time in a complex system of burrows known as a 
"warren", 


Brown Hare Lepus capensis. 
Order Lagomorpha. Family Leporidae. 

The brown hare was introduced into Tasmania from Europe 
as early as 1837, however initial attempts to establish a wild 
population were unsuccessful. It was then established on the 
shores of Western Port Bay in 1862, and further colonies were 
set up on Phillip Island. From here they were distributed to 
many: parts of Australia, thriving on grassland and open 
woodland, expanding their range to South Australia, New South 
Wales and S.E. Queensland. 

Under favourable conditions 5 to 6 litters of 2 to 5 
young may be produced annually. After a gestation period of 42 
days, the litter is born in the form, where it is seldom seen. 
It has a large home range with well defined tracks. It can run 
up to 50 km per hour over short distances. Because of its high 
reproductive capacity and the damage it can cause to crops it 
would be beneficial if hares could be eliminated from 
Australia. 

It is not susceptible to Myxomatosis nor will it take 
poisoned baits. The principal method of control is by 
shooting, which is only effective in open country. 

Their status is common, there are no subspecies and they 
are common in and around Ballarat. Elfin 


Congratulations to Elfin! The 25th article in this 
series. A great and appreciated contribution! 


CHANGE OF EDITOR 

Members will have noticed that the editorship of the 
clubs monthly publication has been taken over by Brian Andrews. 

Strong appreciation of the work of Tony and Virginia 
Dyson in their production of the news-sheet over the last 5 
years must be recorded. Tony as editor and Virginia as 
assistant have maintained a high standard of reporting, editing 
and publication. On behalf of members I thank them most 
sincerely for their work! 
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Movements and time restraints relating to business 
commitments have caused tony to relinquish the role. 

May I urge members to continue to contribute items of 
interest to assist Brian in his task GWB 


BALLARAT NORTH SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT 

Years ago people emptied their waste into the-street - 
not very pleasant! As things improved waste was discarded into 
rivers - trouble was that people drank the water! Diseases such 
as typhoid fever flourished! When Pasteur suggested that 
microscopic organisms could cause illness, even death, most 
people considered the idea ridiculous - we now know better! 
Modern sewerage treatment aims to get rid of pathogenic 
bacteria and other undesirables. 

Harry Tjerkstra showed us the plant which treats 6Ml/day. 
A grid separates "hard" solids. A settling pond allows much of 
the remaining solid to settle. Ferric Chloride is added to 
precipitate phosphorous compounds. 4 rock filter allows aerobic 
bacterium to break down most organics - reducing biodegradable 
oxygen demand. A sludge tank allows anaerobic bacterium to do 
their bit. A belt press separates any solids still left. The 
final liquid goes into ponds for 30 days before being released 
into Burrumbete Ck. The solids are sold as fertilizer after 2- 
7 years. 

Birds seen included shovellers, white eyed and pink eared 
ducks. 

The excursion was smelly but interesting! BDA 


DECEMBER EXCURSION....LINTON 

The final excursion for 1997 was a most enjoyable visit 
to the BOCA Clarkesdale Reserve, South of LInton, on the 
afternoon and evening of December 7. 

We were fortunate to have Roger Thomas, first ranger of 
the reserve as our leader. Roger had been involved in 
assisting Mr Gordon Clarke in the initial development of the 
"bird paddock" section and later in the planting of the 
arboretum in the block on the Western side of the Happy Valley 
Road. His knowledge of the tree and shrub plantings over the 
years added much interest to our visit. 

It was a fine afternoon and although the dry conditions 
were still prevailing, members. spent a productive time 
discussing many trees, shrubs and plants that were flowering 
and observing the quite prolific bird presence, Some forty 
species of bird were recorded. 

A diversity of observations ranged from Onion Orchid 
(still flowering), Blue Star Lillies, Pelican (on the wetland), 
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two Echidnas, Wedge tailed Eagles (2+1).......to Eastern Shrike 
Tit! 

But, no doubt, the most memorable experience was 
observing a pair of Satin Flycatchers and a Rufous Fantail 
bathing simultaneously in the creek on either side of the 
footbridge in the bird paddock. Magic moments! 

After an inspection of the arboretum a picnic tea (and 
the opportunity to add further birds to the list) was enjoyed, 
by the dan. 

Our appreciation is extended to the BOCA management. and 
to Roger for his part in yet another most successful visit to 


Clarkesdale Sanctuaries. 
GWB 


FOR SALE. Two large, approx 6x4xlft, steel stationary 
cupboards. Ex club storage. EC. Only $150 each to members! 


DECEMBER POSER. Most books say the stabilimenta is to provide 
extra strength to the web. However it has been suggested that 
stabilimenta reflect UV light and therefore attract insects. I- 
Min Tso compared the number of prey caught in decorated and 
undecorated webs of Banded Garden Spiders (Argiope trifascata) 
- the decorated webs caught almost twice as many insects! Also 
Elgar et al, demonstrated that St Andrews Cross Spiders 
increased the size of the stabilimenta when the web was in dim 
light. It makes sense for the spiders to "decorate the 
parlour", rather than add on major extensions! 


Ref. Nature Aust. Spring 1997. BDA 
FEB. POSER. 


What is it ? 


It’s probably the most studied organism on Earth ! There 
were plenty at the sewerage farm ! We all support millions ! 
BDA 


p7 


